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Yet, amendments have been filed 

seeking to deny the EITC for all reg-
istered immigrants for eternity, even 
after the individual has obtained legal 
status. One of these amendments was 
offered during the committee process, 
and was rightly rejected. I will strong-
ly oppose any amendment to deny hard 
working families from participating in 
these tax credits when they are paying 
payroll taxes. 

While CBO estimates refundable tax 
credits may total $127 million during 
the first 10 years after passage of com-
prehensive immigration reform, those 
tax credits are more than fully offset 
by the payment of taxes. Remember 
that revenues increase and the deficit 
decreases under our legislation. So 
when those tax credits are seen in the 
context of the increased taxes being 
paid, they are offset by increased reve-
nues every year. 

Some who oppose comprehensive im-
migration reform had raised the false 
alarm that this immigration bill would 
drain our Social Security Trust Fund 
and bankrupt our Medicare system. 
Nothing could be further from the 
truth. In an editorial dated June 2, 
2013, entitled ‘‘A 4.6 Trillion Dollar Op-
portunity,’’ The Wall Street Journal 
stated unequivocally that ‘‘Immigra-
tion reform will improve Social Secu-
rity’s finances.’’ That has now been 
substantiated by the CBO report, which 
estimates decreases in the off-budget 
deficit every year beginning in 2014 fol-
lowing enactment this year. 

The goal of this bill is to encourage 
undocumented immigrants to come out 
of the shadows so we can bring them 
into our legal system and so everyone 
will play by the same rules. If we cre-
ate a reason for people not to come out 
and register, then it will defeat the 
purpose of this bill. Amendments that 
seek to further penalize the undocu-
mented will encourage them to stay in 
the shadows. These steps will not make 
us safer and will not spur our economy. 

One of the many reasons we need im-
migration reform is to ensure that 
there is not a permanent underclass in 
this great Nation. As part of this ef-
fort, we need to continue the vital safe-
ty net programs that protect children, 
pregnant women, and other vulnerable 
populations. Too often, immigrants 
have been unfairly blamed and demon-
ized as a drain on our resources. The 
facts are—as substantiated by the CBO 
report—just the opposite. Immigrants 
reinvigorate and grow our economy. 

The bottom line is that enacting our 
judiciary committee reported bill will 
significantly reduce our budget deficit 
and grow the economy. It is the smart 
thing to do and the right thing to do. 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

∑ Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I 
was unable to cast a vote on the mo-
tion to table the Cornyn amendment 
No. 1251 to S. 744, the Border Security, 
Economic Opportunity, and Immigra-
tion Modernization Act. I missed the 

vote today because I joined my family 
at my daughter’s high school gradua-
tion ceremony. Had I been present, I 
would have voted to table the Cornyn 
amendment. 

We all agree that we need to do what 
is necessary to secure our border, but I 
would have voted to table the amend-
ment for several reasons. One of the 
cornerstones of this legislation is 
bringing the roughly 11 million un-
documented immigrants out of the 
shadows by creating a fair, tough and 
accountable path to citizenship. Delay-
ing this pathway by several years 
would be a disservice to our economy, 
our safety, and our identity as a Nation 
of immigrants. 

This amendment could delay or even 
prevent undocumented immigrants 
from starting on the path to citizen-
ship, and cost taxpayers up to $25 bil-
lion. It is important to commit more 
resources and build on the progress we 
have already made on the border, and 
that is exactly what the bill already 
does. In the underlying bill, the De-
partment of Homeland Security must 
submit two border security strategies 
to Congress within 180 days after en-
actment, one for achieving effective 
control of the entire southern border 
and another plan specifically for im-
proving fencing on the border. The bill 
will immediately appropriate a total of 
$4.5 billion for these two plans to be 
implemented.∑ 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed 
to a period of morning business with 
Senators allowed to speak therein for 
up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

REMEMBERING FRANK R. 
LAUTENBERG 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, with the 
passing of Senator Frank Lautenberg 
this month, the Senate lost one of its 
most respected and accomplished mem-
bers—a great progressive driven by a 
passion for justice and a deep love for 
this country. 

Indeed, Frank Lautenberg’s remark-
able life is the American dream per-
sonified. He was the son of poor, hard- 
working immigrant parents who en-
tered America through Ellis Island. He 
served in the U.S. Army in World War 
II, attended Columbia University 
thanks to the GI bill, founded an enor-
mously successful company, and was 
elected five times to the U.S. Senate. 

Senator Lautenberg will be remem-
bered here in the Senate for his tenac-
ity and fearlessness in pursuit of his 
ambitious legislative goals. Frank was 
a fighter. Time and again, he took on 
powerful interests to improve the 
health and safety of the American peo-
ple, and countless individuals have led 
longer, healthier lives as a result of his 
tireless advocacy. 

One of Senator Lautenberg’s great 
early accomplishments came in 1984, 
just 2 years into his first term. As a 
freshman Senator in the minority 
party, he successfully passed legisla-
tion establishing a national drinking 
age of 21. That law alone is estimated 
to have saved more than 25,000 lives. 
Sixteen years later, he championed leg-
islation effectively creating a nation-
wide ban on driving by anyone with a 
blood-alcohol content of .08 or higher, a 
change that also dramatically reduced 
alcohol-related traffic fatalities. 

I was proud to work closely with Sen-
ator Lautenberg in the fight to combat 
the public health threat posed by to-
bacco usage. He will forever be remem-
bered as the author of the landmark 
1989 law that banned smoking on all 
domestic airlines flights—and that law 
was just the beginning of his efforts to 
curb smoking in a broad range of pub-
lic places. In the current Congress, I 
was proud to join him in an effort to 
stop tobacco smuggling and to increase 
and equalize tobacco taxes. 

Throughout his career, Senator Lau-
tenberg championed women’s health 
issues. He worked to ensure that stu-
dents have access to comprehensive sex 
education; that woman who go to their 
neighborhood pharmacy to fill a pre-
scription for birth control cannot be 
turned away because of the objections 
of the pharmacist; and that Peace 
Corps volunteers have access to insur-
ance coverage for abortion services in 
cases of rape, incest, and life 
endangerment. He also fought for wom-
en’s reproductive rights internation-
ally and was a long-time advocate for 
repealing the ‘‘global gag rule’’ on fed-
erally funded family planning organi-
zations. 

Even in his final months as he bat-
tled cancer, Frank was unstoppable. He 
continued the fight to secure relief for 
victims of Superstorm Sandy. In April, 
using a wheelchair, he insisted on com-
ing to the Senate floor to cast votes in 
favor of tougher gun safety legislation. 
And, to the end, he continued to lead 
the fight for long overdue legislation to 
keep Americans safe from thousands of 
toxic chemicals we encounter in our 
daily lives, including in furniture, fab-
rics and cleaning products. I can think 
of no better way for Senators to honor 
our late colleague than by passing 
chemical safety legislation for the first 
time in nearly four decades. 

Frank Lautenberg began his career 
in public service as a citizen soldier in 
Europe in World War II. It must be 
noted that Frank was the last veteran 
of World War II to serve in the Senate. 
In January, we lost another distin-
guished veteran of World War II, Sen-
ator Dan Inouye. The fact is, for nearly 
six decades, this institution has been 
enriched and ennobled by members of 
the ‘‘greatest generation’’—people like 
Philip Hart, Bob Dole, George McGov-
ern, Fritz Hollings, Dan Inouye, and 
Frank Lautenberg—who began their 
public service in uniform in wartime, 
and who brought a special dimension to 
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